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HWCA No. 2014-6489 
 
STIPULATION AND ORDER 
 
Health and Safety Code 
Section 25187    

 
Whereas, Exide Technologies (“Exide”) is an owner and operator of a lead-acid 

battery recycling facility located at 2700 South Indiana Avenue, Vernon, California 90058 (the 

“Facility”), which operates under interim status authorization from the California Environmental 

Protection Agency, Department of Toxic Substances Control (the “Department”). 

Whereas, the Department regulates the Facility pursuant to a comprehensive 

statutory and regulatory framework for the generation, handling, treatment, transport and 

disposal of hazardous waste, set forth in the Hazardous Waste Control Law (the “HWCL”), 

Health & Safety Code section 25100 et seq., and its implementing regulations, California Code 

of Regulations, title 22 (“Title 22”), section 66260.1 et seq. 

Whereas, in February 2002, the Department issued a Corrective Action Consent 

Order, Docket No. P 3-01-02-010 (the “2002 Corrective Action Consent Order”) regarding the 

Facility to Exide requiring corrective action.  Exide remains subject to the requirements of the 

2002 Corrective Action Consent Order. 
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Whereas, on November 4, 2013, the Bankruptcy Court (defined below) granted 

Exide’s motion to enter into Stipulation and Order Docket HWCA:  P3-12/13-010 OAH No. 

2013050540, with the Department, and such Stipulation and Order was “so ordered” by the 

Department (the “2013 Stipulation and Order”).  Exide remains subject to the requirements of 

the 2013 Stipulation and Order that was effective on November 4, 2013. 

Whereas, certain disputes between Exide and the Department have arisen under 

the 2013 Stipulation and Order and the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, including, but not 

limited to, the scope of, and standards applicable to, appropriate interim and final risk-based 

corrective action clean-up levels. 

Whereas, Exide has submitted a Part B hazardous waste facility permit 

application for the Facility (the “Hazardous Waste Permit Application”) to the Department, 

which is under review by the Department. 

Whereas, as part of its Hazardous Waste Permit Application, Exide submitted a 

proposed closure/post closure plan and proposed closure/post closure cost estimate pursuant to 

the applicable provisions of the HWCL and Title 22. 

Whereas, disputes exist between the Department and Exide regarding Exide’s 

Hazardous Waste Permit Application, including disputes regarding the Closure/Post Closure 

Plan (defined below), the Closure/Post Closure Cost Estimate (defined below), financial 

assurances for closure/post closure, and financial assurances for corrective action. 

Whereas, on October 1, 2014, Exide submitted an updated closure/post closure 

plan (the “Closure/Post Closure Plan”) and an updated closure/post closure cost estimate (the 

“Closure/Post Closure Cost Estimate”) for both the Hazardous Waste Permit Application and its 

interim status requirements under Title 22, section 66265.1 et seq.  The Department is reviewing 
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the Closure/Post Closure Plan and Closure/Post Closure Cost Estimate as part of the Hazardous 

Waste Permit Application. 

Whereas, the Department cannot deem Exide’s Hazardous Waste Permit 

Application complete for processing until all requirements are met, including a legally sufficient 

Closure/Post Closure Plan and the posting of financial assurance corresponding to the 

Closure/Post Closure Plan and Closure/Post Closure Cost Estimate. 

Whereas, the Department has issued Summaries of Violation (defined below) for 

alleged violations at the Facility that remain outstanding as of September 30, 2014. 

Whereas, the Department and Exide (collectively “the Parties”) agree to resolve 

certain issues between them on the terms set forth in this Stipulation and Order (“Stipulation and 

Order”), including certain alleged deficiencies with the Hazardous Waste Permit Application.  

Additionally, the Parties seek to fully and finally resolve the Summaries of Violation, on the 

terms set forth herein. 

Whereas, on June 10, 2013 (the “Petition Date”), Exide filed a voluntary petition 

for relief under chapter 11 of Title 11 of the United States Code, 11 U.S.C. §§ 101 et seq. (the 

“Bankruptcy Code”) in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware (the 

“Bankruptcy Court”), Case No. 13-11482 (the “Bankruptcy Case”).  As such, Exide is a debtor 

and debtor-in-possession.  As used herein, “Exide” includes the debtor, debtor-in-possession and, 

subsequent to the Plan Effective Date (defined below), the reorganized debtor. 

Whereas, Exide requires Bankruptcy Court authorization to enter into this Stipulation and 

Order, and Exide will seek approval from the Bankruptcy Court prior to the Department and 

Exide signing this Stipulation and the Department issuing its Order thereon. 
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Therefore, without any findings of fact, conclusions of law or admissions of liability, the 

Department and Exide enter into and agree to be bound by this Stipulation and Order as follows: 

1. Jurisdiction to enter into this Stipulation and Order exists pursuant to 

Health and Safety Code section 25187 and Title 22. 

2. This Stipulation and Order shall constitute settlement of various disputes 

addressed herein, including the Summaries of Violation, all on the terms provided herein.  This  

Stipulation and Order does not limit the Department from taking appropriate enforcement action 

concerning other matters, including, but not limited to, enforcement of this Stipulation and 

Order, the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, or the 2013 Stipulation and Order. 

3. The Parties agree no provision of this Stipulation and Order shall be 

construed as an admission of any wrongdoing or as a violation of any rule, law, statute, 

ordinance or regulation by Exide. 

4. Exide waives the right to a further hearing and appeal with respect to the 

Settled Matters and the Initial Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Obligations, each as 

defined below. 

FINANCIAL ASSURANCE FOR CLOSURE/POST CLOSURE 

5. Exide will submit to the Department documentation demonstrating 

financial assurance for the Closure/Post Closure Plan in accordance with the terms outlined 

herein, which shall occur on or before October 31, 2014. 

6. The Parties have agreed that financial assurance relative to closure/post 

closure of the Facility (“Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance”) and pursuant to Title 22 

shall be posted as part of Exide’s Hazardous Waste Permit Application and for its Interim Status 
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Document (“ISD”) in the approximate amount of $38,660,000.  The Closure/Post Closure 

Financial Assurance shall be comprised of: 

(a) The existing hazardous waste financial guarantee bond, which is in the penal 

amount of $11,158,854 (as of August 2014) (the “Surety Bond”), which consists 

of $7,995,909.50 for closure and $3,162,949.50 for post closure, shall be 

maintained or renewed to meet the closure/post closure cost estimate; plus 

(b) A closure/post closure trust fund (the “Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance 

Trust Fund”) to be created in favor of the Department to be funded in an 

aggregate amount of $27,500,000 (the “Closure/Post Closure Trust Fund 

Amount”), which consists of $23,044,303.50 for closure and $4,455,696.50 for 

post closure, as provided in Paragraph 7 below. 

7. In order to address the Hazardous Waste Permit Application requirements 

of the Closure/Post Closure Plan and Closure/Post Closure Cost Estimates (Title 22, §§ 

66264.142, 66264.144 & 66270.14(b)(15)-(16)), Exide shall make payments to the Closure/Post 

Closure Financial Assurance Trust Fund on the dates and in the amounts as follows: 

(a) The sum of $500,000 shall be deposited in the Closure/Post Closure Financial 

Assurance Trust Fund upon its creation, which shall occur no later than 

October 31, 2014. 

(b) The sum of $2,250,000 shall be deposited in the Closure/Post Closure Financial 

Assurance Trust Fund on the later of November 1, 2014 or the Stipulation 

Effective Date (as defined in Paragraph 57 below). 

(c) The sum of $2,750,000 shall be deposited in the Closure/Post Closure Financial 

Assurance Trust Fund upon occurrence of each of the following: 
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(1) The effective date of Exide’s Plan of Reorganization (the “Plan Effective 

Date”); and  

(2) November 1, 2015.. 

(d) Beginning on November 1, 2016 and on each one-year anniversary thereafter 

through and including November 1, 2024, the sum of $2,138,888 shall be 

deposited in the Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance Trust Fund until an 

aggregate amount of $27,500,000 is held by the trustee for the Closure/Post 

Closure Financial Assurance Trust Fund (not including amounts added by Exide 

to address inflation consistent with applicable regulations). 

(e) Consistent with Title 22, including but not limited to, sections 66264.112, 

66264.118, 66264.142, 66264.143, 66264.144, 66264.145, 66265.112, 66265.118, 

66265.142, 66265.143, 66265.144, and 66265.145, the Department retains the 

right to modify or require the modification of the Closure/Post Closure Plan, the 

Closure/Post Closure Cost Estimate and the Closure/Post Closure Financial 

Assurance for the Facility based on information not now known by the 

Department as of September 1, 2014.  In that event, the Department and Exide 

agree to modify the terms for payment into the Closure/Post Closure Financial 

Assurance Trust Fund so that the difference between the revised amount and the 

original amount paid or to be paid to the Closure/Post Closure Financial 

Assurance Trust Fund is paid to the Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance 

Trust Fund in equal contributions to be paid in a ratable amount beginning on 

November 1 of the year in which such determination is made and each November 
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1 thereafter through and including November 1, 2024, and calculated based upon 

the number of years remaining through November 1, 2024. 

(f) At the time the Department selects a final remedy or remedies based upon the 

Corrective Measures Study for on-site work (the “On-Site Corrective Action 

Remedy”), Exide may request to revise the Closure/Post Closure Plan to eliminate 

duplication, if any, and provide consistency between the Closure/Post Closure 

Plan and the On-Site Corrective Action Remedy.  The Department agrees to 

evaluate such a proposal in accordance with applicable statutes and regulations.  

If the Department approves a modification of the Closure/Post Closure Plan, then 

Exide shall modify the Closure/Post Closure Cost Estimate and the Closure/Post 

Closure Financial Assurance consistent with the modified Closure/Post Closure 

Plan and in compliance with the HWCL and Title 22.  

OFF-SITE CORRECTIVE ACTION 

8. Exide will perform off-site corrective action in residential areas 

(“Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Liability”) and industrial areas (“Industrial Off-Site 

Corrective Action Liability”) as described below. 

Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Pursuant to the Interim Measures Workplan 

9. Exide’s expenditures for Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Liability, 

inclusive of amounts required to be paid pursuant to the Department-approved interim measures 

workplan (“IMWP”), shall be limited to $9,000,000 (“Initial Residential Off-Site Corrective 

Action Obligations”) solely for a period of five years from the Stipulation Effective Date, subject 

to the provisions below.  Any adjustment to the scope of residential off-site corrective action as 

approved by the Department pursuant to the Residential Corrective Measures Study (prepared 
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pursuant to the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order) shall not require Exide’s expenditures to 

exceed the amount of the Initial Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Obligations during such 

five-year period.  The limitation of $9,000,000 for the period of five years from the Stipulation 

Effective Date:  (a) applies solely with respect to off-site contamination existing as of 

September 1, 2014, and not to a new release or threatened release of hazardous waste, hazardous 

constituents, or hazardous substances by Exide, if any; and (b) does not apply if Exide fails to 

reorganize and proceeds to liquidation, in which case the provisions of Paragraph 62 shall apply. 

10. Promptly after the Stipulation Effective Date, Exide shall create a separate 

trust fund (“Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund”) to satisfy the Residential Off-

Site Corrective Action Liability.  Such trust fund shall be funded by an initial payment of 

$3,000,000 upon the later of the Department’s written approval of the IMWP, following public 

comment, the Stipulation Effective Date, or November 1, 2014; and a payment of $3,000,000 on 

the Plan Effective Date; and payments of $1,500,000 each on the first and second anniversaries 

of the Plan Effective Date.  Disbursements from the Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Trust 

Fund shall be made as set forth in Paragraphs 20 and 21 below. 

11. Exide shall perform its obligations for the Residential Off-Site Corrective 

Action Liability pursuant to work plan(s) approved by the Department that include(s) the IMWP 

as it is approved by the Department following the public comment period that commenced on 

September 16, 2014.  The Department shall meet with Exide before materially revising the 

IMWP to reflect any public comments in the IMWP; provided, however, that the Department 

retains the right in its discretion to modify the IMWP based upon comments from the public and 

Exide retains the right to invoke dispute resolution under this Stipulation and Order as to any 

material changes to the IMWP that was issued for public comment. 
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12. With respect to specific residential off-site corrective action (and as 

included in or in addition to the provisions of the IMWP), the Parties agree that: 

(a) Subject to obtaining proper access agreements, Exide shall remediate the 39 

properties identified by that certain Off-Site Soil Sampling Report dated February 

18, 2014 (the “Original Residential Sampling Properties”) and any property 

within the Northern or Southern Assessment Areas (as defined in the IMWP) 

using the Department and Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 

(“OEHHA”) risk based approach to define a “Preliminary Clean-up Goal” for 

lead of 80 mg/kg (95% Upper Confidence Limit (“UCL”)).  Exide may propose to 

modify the Preliminary Clean-up Goal as provided in subparagraph (d) below.  

Such modification to the Preliminary Clean-up Goal must be consistent with the 

Department and OEHHA guidance.  The Department will determine the “Final 

Clean-up Goal.”  Determination of the Final Clean-up Goal may require revisions 

to the IMWP and subsequent public notice and comment.  Any administrative 

costs incurred by Exide associated with establishing a Final Clean-up Goal (e.g., 

sampling costs, professional fees and application costs) shall not be included 

when calculating whether the $9,000,000 limit described in Paragraph 9 of this 

Stipulation and Order has been reached within the applicable five-year period. 

(b) Interior cleaning of every home where soil remediation of the home’s yard is 

required will be performed as set forth in the Department-approved IMWP. 

(c) The initial geographic boundary for additional soil investigation to determine the 

extent of lead contamination in residential areas is shown on Figures 2A and 2B 

on the Off-Site Sampling Work Plan Addendum, dated July 26, 2014. 
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(d) A background study for lead was conducted by Exide and has been approved by 

the Department. That study has been used to establish a background level for lead 

of less than 80 mg/kg and a Preliminary Clean-up Goal for the area surrounding 

the Facility.  If additional information that is collected during implementation of 

the IMWP establishes that the current background level is not representative of 

Los Angeles County (including unincorporated areas contained therein), Exide 

may propose a revision to the current background number.  Any background level 

for lead will be developed pursuant to methodologies described in the 

Department’s document titled: “Appendix B Strategies for Establishing and Using 

Background Estimates of Metals in Soil of Proven Technologies and Remedies 

Guidance – Remediation of Metals in Soils.” Once the additional background 

study is complete, the Final Clean-up Goal for lead shall be 80 mg/kg (95% UCL) 

or background, whichever value is higher. 

(e) Clean-up by Exide at the Original Residential Sampling Properties and any 

properties in the Northern or Southern Assessment Areas requiring clean-up as 

approved by the Department will begin immediately after completion of public 

review and comment on the IMWP and receipt of written approval to proceed 

from the Department.  Unless modified by the Department following public 

comment, Exide will prioritize clean-up of the properties in accordance with the 

guidance provided in the Department’s July 2014 comment letter on the IMWP. 

Exide will complete the work as expeditiously as possible, but in no event at an 

average rate of fewer than 2.5 homes per week. 
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ADDITIONAL OFF-SITE RESIDENTIAL CORRECTIVE ACTION 

13. No later than four (4) years and six (6) months after the Stipulation 

Effective Date, Exide shall submit a Residential Corrective Measures Study to address all 

properties impacted by Facility operations that were not investigated or remediated during the 

initial five-year period, and will not be addressed as part of continued Interim Measures 

activities.  No later than thirty (30) days upon the later of approval of the Residential Corrective 

Measures Study by the Department or the fifth anniversary of the Stipulation Effective Date, 

Exide will deposit additional funds into the Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund 

(from the date of such deposit, the “Augmented Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Trust 

Fund”) as required to pay for additional items identified by the Residential Corrective Measures 

Study or agreed to be completed as a continuation of the Interim Measures activities, on a 

schedule to be approved by the Department consistent with applicable regulatory law.  Following 

approval of the Residential Corrective Measures Study, the Department shall prepare a remedy 

selection document for public review and comment.  The Department will prepare a remedy 

decision document after public review.  If the remedy decision document requirements differ 

from the approved Residential Corrective Measures Study, Exide shall adjust the Augmented 

Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund within sixty (60) days that the decision is 

rendered in amounts determined consistent with the formula set forth in the following sentence.  

Unless otherwise agreed to by the Department, Exide shall make the payments into the 

Augmented Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund on an annual basis, and each 

payment shall equal the total estimated cost of the residential corrective action remedy selected 

by the Department less any amounts then remaining in the Residential Off-Site Corrective 

Action Trust Fund to the extent not needed to pay for previously identified remediation that 

11 
 



 
 

remains to be performed pursuant to the IMWP, divided by the estimated number of years 

(according to the schedule approved by the Department) to complete that selected remedy or ten 

(10) years, whichever is shorter. 

INDUSTRIAL OFF-SITE CORRECTIVE ACTION LIABILITY 

14. Exide shall continue with the emergency response interim measures as 

conditionally approved by the Department in that letter dated January 13, 2014 (“Emergency 

Response Interim Measures”) that is attached hereto as Exhibit A.   

15. In addition, Exide shall continue to investigate off-site industrial locations 

pursuant to all approved investigation workplans, including any approved modifications thereto, 

required as part of the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order.  Upon the later of the fifth 

anniversary of the Stipulation Effective Date or the completion of the Industrial Off-Site 

Corrective Measures Study (the “Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action Start Date”), Exide will 

implement the remedy selected by the Department (using the Department’s risk based approach). 

16. No later than the Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action Start Date, Exide 

shall create a separate trust fund in order to pay for the Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action 

Liability (the “Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund”).  The remedy to address the 

Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action Liability (the “Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action 

Remedy”) shall be selected by the Department based on a remedy decision document after public 

review and will identify the elements of the remedy (which shall include all remedial design, 

construction, remedial action, operation and maintenance, long-term stewardship (e.g. land use 

covenants) required to meet the remedial action goals, and certification of the remedial action), 

the estimated cost of implementing each element, and estimated time to complete that 

element.  The Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund shall be funded by Exide 
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consistent with the requirements of Title 22, section 66264.143.  The Industrial Off-Site 

Corrective Action Trust Fund shall be funded by annual payments made over ten (10) years. The 

amount of each annual payment into the fund will be based on the total estimated cost of all of 

the elements of the remedy selected by the Department; provided, however, those portions of the 

foregoing costs that are attributable to elements of the Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action 

Remedy shall be funded in equal amounts over the estimated number of years required to 

complete such work for each element or ten (10) years, whichever is less.  The annual cost 

amount for each element shall be aggregated, and the sum will be the total annual 

payment.  Because there will be different implementation periods for each element, the amount 

of the total annual payment may vary from year to year. The full amount of such funding shall be 

equal to the cost estimate for the Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action Remedy selected by the 

Department.  For non-emergency interim measures industrial clean-up, any clean-up of off-site 

industrial locations shall (a) be conducted pursuant to the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order 

and (b) be paid with funds that are in addition to the amounts identified for payment of Exide’s 

Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Liability. 

ON-SITE CORRECTIVE ACTION, INCLUDING GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION 

17. By December 31, 2016, or as extended by the Department, Exide shall 

submit to the Department an On-Site Corrective Measures Study.  Remedy selection for on-site 

corrective action shall be in accordance with the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order and 

based upon clean-up alternatives outlined in the On-Site Corrective Measures Study.  Exide will 

prepare a detailed cost estimate for the remedy selected by the Department and for the operation 

and maintenance of the remedy for the Department’s review and approval once the Department 

approves a remedy for corrective measures.  Consistent with the 2002 Corrective Action Consent 
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Order, the Department shall prepare a remedy selection document for public review and 

comment following the approval of the On-Site Corrective Measures Study.  The On-Site 

Corrective Action Remedy will be selected by the Department based upon a remedy decision 

document after public review and will identify the elements of the remedy (which shall include 

all remedial design, construction, remedial action, operation and maintenance, long-term 

stewardship (e.g. land use covenants) required to meet the remedial action goals, and 

certification of the remedial action), the estimated cost of implementing each element, and 

estimated time to complete that element.  If the On-Site Corrective Action Remedy requirements 

differ from the approved On-Site Corrective Measures Study, Exide shall adjust funds to be 

deposited in the trust described in Paragraph 18 below within sixty (60) days of such decision; 

the amount and timing of such adjustment to be determined consistent with the provisions set 

forth in Paragraph 18 below. 

18. Within thirty (30) days after preparation of the remedy selection 

document, Exide shall create a financial assurance trust fund (the “On-Site Corrective Action 

Trust Fund”).  The On-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund shall be funded by Exide consistent 

with the requirements of Title 22, section 66264.143.  The On-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund 

shall be funded by annual payments made over ten (10) years.  The amount of each annual 

payment into the fund will be based on the total estimated cost of all of the elements of the On-

Site Corrective Action Remedy selected by the Department; provided, however, those portions of 

the foregoing costs that are attributable to elements of the On-Site Corrective Action Remedy 

shall be funded in equal amounts over the estimated number of years required to complete such 

work for each element or ten (10) years, whichever is less. The annual cost amount for each 

element shall be aggregated, and the sum will be the total annual payment.  Because there will be 
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different implementation periods for each element, the amount of the total annual payment may 

vary from year to year.  The full amount of such funding shall be equal to the cost estimate for 

the on-site corrective action remedy selected by the Department, without duplication for 

elements of the corrective measures already included within the Closure Plan. This trust fund 

shall be updated with an annual payment to address inflation for the life of the trust. 

REIMBURSEMENT/PAYMENTS FROM SPECIFIED TRUST FUNDS 

19. The trust funds for off-site and on-site corrective action (“Corrective 

Action Trust Funds”) may be maintained in separate trusts or a single trust provided that the 

funds to be deposited as required herein with respect to each specific trust are not commingled 

and separate accounting is maintained.  Unless approved or directed by the Department, funds 

deposited in one Corrective Action Trust Fund may not be used for payment of amounts other 

than for those costs and expenses identified above that are specifically designated for payment 

from such Corrective Action Trust Fund.   Exide agrees to preserve the Corrective Action Trust 

Funds as financial assurances consistent with the HWCL and Title 22. 

20. Work performed by Exide, or at the direction of Exide, to address a 

corrective action approved by the Department shall be eligible for reimbursement or payment 

from an applicable Corrective Action Trust Fund (“Reimbursable Items”) as specified in this 

Paragraph.  With respect to the Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund, payments 

shall be made to Exide from that fund to the extent Exide has paid a Reimbursable Item or to 

third parties to the extent a Reimbursable Item is incurred by Exide but not yet paid, pursuant to 

the procedures outlined in Paragraph 21 below.  As to Corrective Action Trust Funds other than 

the Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund, consistent with the requirements of Title 

22, sections 66264.143(a)(7) and 66265.143(a)(7), Reimbursable Items may be paid from a 
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particular Corrective Action Trust Fund pursuant to the procedures outlined in Paragraphs 21 and 

22 below if the total amount of such Corrective Action Trust Fund is greater than the total 

amount estimated to be required to pay for all of the remaining corrective actions to be funded 

from the applicable Corrective Action Trust Fund. 

21. In the event that Reimbursable Items are permitted to be paid as specified 

in Paragraph 20 above, payments shall be made to Exide from the applicable Corrective Action 

Trust Fund to the extent Exide has paid a Reimbursable Item or to third parties to the extent a 

Reimbursable Item is incurred by Exide but not yet paid.  Such disbursements shall be made 

from the applicable Corrective Action Trust Fund on a monthly basis through the submission by 

Exide of statements (each, a “Disbursement Request”) to the Department and to the trustee(s) 

under the applicable trust fund (the “Trustee(s)”), including reasonable detail and back-up 

material, invoices, and/or other reasonable similar documentation. The Department shall have 

thirty (30) business days after receipt of a Disbursement Request to advise Exide and the 

applicable Trustee of any need for additional information or any objection to matters contained 

within or covered by such Disbursement Request (collectively, an “Objection”), failing which 

the Department will have consented to the disbursement by the applicable Trustee of amounts 

covered by such Disbursement Request and the applicable Trustee shall pay the amount shown 

on the Disbursement Request to Exide or to the third parties, as applicable, within five (5) 

business days after expiration of the deadline to either object or request additional information.  

If the Department timely notifies Exide and the applicable Trustee of an Objection to items 

contained in a Disbursement Request, the Trustee shall withhold the payment of amounts relating 

to such Objection, but shall otherwise pay to Exide or the third parties as applicable, all other 

amounts identified in the Disbursement Request.  The Department and Exide agree to attempt to 
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resolve any Objection within fifteen (15) business days after notification thereof through good 

faith communications and the provision of additional documentation.  In the event the Objection 

has not been resolved within such fifteen (15) business day period, the Parties shall submit such 

Objection for dispute resolution pursuant to the provisions set forth in Paragraph 51 below. 

22. The Department will agree to termination of the applicable Corrective 

Action Trust Fund:  (1) if Exide substitutes alternative financial assurance consistent with Title 

22; or (2) upon completion of the work to be addressed by the applicable Corrective Action Trust 

Fund.  If there is sufficient other financial assurance for all remaining on-site and off-site 

corrective action, the Department shall instruct the Trustee to pay any remaining funds in the 

applicable Corrective Action Trust Fund to Exide and terminate such Corrective Action Trust 

Fund.  If other Corrective Action Trust Fund(s) do not have sufficient financial assurance to 

complete all required work, then the Department may direct the transfer of funds deposited from 

the Corrective Action Trust Fund for which work has been completed to a Corrective Action 

Trust Fund for which funding is insufficient to complete the required work and terminate such 

Corrective Action Trust Fund.  In the event of a transfer between Corrective Action Trust Funds, 

the amount transferred may be a credit against Exide’s required annual payment into the 

receiving Corrective Action Trust Fund. 

23. With respect to any request from Exide to reduce the Closure/Post Closure 

Financial Assurance Trust Fund, the Department shall evaluate the request, including whether 

there is a duplication of elements of the Corrective Measures Study already included within the 

Closure/Post Closure Plan, and determine whether it is appropriate to instruct the Trustee to 

release funds to Exide.  Any determination regarding the release of such funds shall be consistent 

with applicable regulatory law and this Stipulation and Order. 
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SETTLED MATTERS 

24. No later than three (3) days after occurrence of the Stipulation Effective 

Date, Exide shall pay to the Department the sum of $1,286,373.80 (the “Settlement Payment”) in 

full and complete settlement solely for any monetary claims, fines, penalties or other monetary 

liability with respect to:  (a) the Summaries of Violations (defined below), the violations alleged 

herein, and any HWCL or Title 22 violations that the Department could have alleged against 

Exide based on facts known to the Department as of September 30, 2014 ($526,345.00 of the 

Settlement Payment); and (b) the unpaid costs incurred by the Department after the Petition Date 

through August 31, 2014, in connection with the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, the 

2013 Stipulation and Order and work related to compliance with the California Environmental 

Quality Act (the remaining $760,028.80 of the Settlement Payment) (collectively with the 

allowed claims described in Paragraph 25 below, the “Settled Matters”).  The Settlement 

Payment shall be paid by cashiers’ check to the California Department of Toxic Substances 

Control and mailed to:  DTSC Accounting Office, 1001 I Street, P.O. Box  806, Sacramento, CA  

95812-0806, or by wire transfer pursuant to instruction provided by the Department upon 

Exide’s request to pay by wire transfer. 

25. In addition to the Settlement Payment, the Department shall have an 

allowed unsecured claim for the Department’s pre-petition oversight costs in the amount of 

$79,542.09, and an allowed unsecured claim for pre-petition penalties in the amount of 

$632,760.00. 

26.  Other than the violations and costs covered under the Settled Matters, the 

Department represents that it does not know of other violations of the HWCL or Title 22 through 

September 30, 2014, that it will assert against the Exide Parties (defined below) or of other costs 
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actually incurred by the Department through August 31, 2014, for which it will seek recovery 

from Exide. 

27. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Stipulation and Order, nothing 

is a Settled Matter except as provided in Paragraphs 24 and 25 above, and Settled Matters do not 

include, without limitation:  (x) the Department’s costs attributable to work performed, or costs 

incurred, by the Department after August 31, 2014; (y) the injunctive liabilities of Exide pursuant 

to the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, the 2013 Stipulation and Order, this Stipulation 

and Order, or any other injunctive orders the Department may issue or obtain from a court of 

competent jurisdiction in connection with the Facility; (z) penalties based on violations by Exide 

of the HWCL or Title 22 related to facts and circumstances not known by the Department on or 

before September 30, 2014; (aa) response costs, including oversight costs, in connection with 

Exide’s ownership or operation of the Facility which the Department may incur after August 31, 

2014; and (bb) the Department’s protective claim for response costs under the Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (“CERCLA”), 42 U.S.C. § 

9601 et seq., and the Carpenter-Presley-Tanner Hazardous Substances Account Act (“HSAA”), 

Health & Safety Code § 25300 et seq., set forth in the Department’s December 6, 2013 proof of 

claim number 3301 in the Bankruptcy Case (the “Proof of Claim”), a copy of which is attached 

as Exhibit B (collectively, “Excluded Matters”). 

28.  Release of Settled Matters.  Upon payment of the Settlement Payment, 

and except as provided herein, the Department shall be deemed to release Exide, its 

predecessors, successors, assigns, and affiliated subsidiaries, and all of their officers, directors, 

agents, employees, consultants, and insurers (collectively, the “Exide Parties”) from monetary 

claims, fines, penalties, or other monetary liabilities solely for the Settled Matters; provided, 
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however, that this release shall be null and void if the Department is required by Final Order to 

disgorge the Settlement Payment, or any part thereof; provided, further that the Department will 

be under no obligation to raise a defense or otherwise challenge the disgorgement action.  For the 

avoidance of doubt, the provisions of this Paragraph are only intended to address monetary 

claims, fines, penalties and other monetary liability included in the Settled Matters.  The 

settlement of monetary claims, fines, penalties and other monetary liabilities included in 

Paragraphs 24 and 25 is not intended to, nor shall it be construed, to release, waive or otherwise 

modify the Excluded Matters including, without limitation, the Department’s right to take 

enforcement action against Exide to ensure compliance with the requirements of environmental 

laws and regulations within the Department’s jurisdiction, or to otherwise affect Exide’s 

injunctive obligations pursuant to any applicable order or consent decree including, without 

limitation, the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, the 2013 Stipulation and Order, this 

Stipulation and Order, or such injunctive orders that the Department or a court of competent 

jurisdiction may issue to Exide in connection with the Facility.  Except for the Settled Matters, 

nothing in this Stipulation and Order is intended to, or shall be construed to, relieve Exide of any 

liability that Exide may have for releases or threatened releases of hazardous substances or the 

discharge of hazardous wastes or hazardous waste constituents at or from the Facility as the 

owner or operator of the Facility. 
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SUMMARIES OF VIOLATIONS AND COMPLIANCE ACTIONS TO RESOLVE SPECIFIC 

SUMMARIES OF VIOLATIONS 

29. “Summaries of Violations” are defined to include the following:  (1) The 

Summary of Violations issued by the Department to Exide on October 23, 2013, alleging certain 

violations of the following regulatory provisions: Title 22, sections 66265.31, 66265.171, and 

66265.173(a); (2) the two Summaries of Violations issued by the Department to Exide on 

August 12, 2014 alleging certain violations of the following regulatory provisions: Title 22, 

sections 66265.1101(c)(1) and 66265.1101(c)(4); and (3) violations alleged in letters and reports 

from the Department to Exide for violations known by the Department prior to September 30, 

2014. 

30. The Department alleges the following violations by Exide and orders the 

respective compliance actions set forth below.  Without admitting liability as to the Department’s 

allegations contained in this Paragraph 30, Exide has taken compliance actions to address the 

alleged violations and Exide shall take further compliance actions as follows: 

VIOLATIONS ALLEGED BY THE DEPARTMENT IN 2013  

(1) Storing waste in open containers:  Exide violated Title 22, section 

66265.173(a), in that on or about September 20 and 27, 2013, Exide stored 

containers holding hazardous waste in open containers when hazardous 

waste was not being added or removed from the containers, to wit:  several 

trailers containing hazardous waste in the staging area were stored open 

when hazardous waste was not being added or removed from the trailers. 

Effective immediately, Exide shall keep closed all containers holding hazardous waste during 

transfer and storage, except when it is necessary to add or remove waste from the container. 

21 
 



 
 

(2) Failure to minimize the possibility of release – leaking trailers onsite:  

Exide violated Title 22, section 66265.31, in that on or about August 13, 

September 20 and 27, and October 4, 2013, Exide failed to minimize the 

possibility of an unplanned sudden or non-sudden release of hazardous 

waste or hazardous waste constituents to air, soil or surface water which 

could threaten human health or the environment, to wit:  on the above 

dates, Exide stored hazardous waste plastic chips in trailers in the staging 

area that were leaking. 

Effective immediately, Exide shall maintain and operate the Facility to minimize the possibility 

of a fire, explosion, or any unplanned sudden or non-sudden release of hazardous waste or 

hazardous waste constituents to air, soil, or surface water which could threaten human health or 

the environment.  Exide shall ensure that all containers used to accumulate and store hazardous 

waste are sound and do not leak. 

(3) Failure to transfer waste from leaking container to sound container:  

Exide violated Title 22, section 66265.171, in that on or about August 13, 

September 20 and 27, and October 4, 2013, Exide failed to transfer 

hazardous waste from a container that was not in good condition and 

leaking into a container that was in good condition or to manage the 

hazardous waste in some other way that complies with applicable 

requirements. 

Effective immediately, Exide shall store hazardous waste in containers that are in good condition 

and manage them in a way to prevent them from leaking.  If any container of hazardous waste is 

found that is not in good condition and/or leaking, Exide shall immediately transfer the waste 
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into a container that is in good condition or manage the waste in some other way that complies 

with applicable requirements. 

(4) Failure to inspect waste handling areas:  Exide violated Title 22, sections 

66265.15 and 66265.174, in that Exide failed to inspect all areas used for 

container storage or transfer, at least weekly, looking for leaking 

containers and for deterioration of containers and the containment system 

caused by corrosion or other factors, to wit:  Exide failed to inspect trailers 

holding hazardous waste in the staging area for leaks and deterioration. 

Effective immediately, Exide shall inspect all areas used for hazardous waste container storage 

or transfer, at least weekly, looking for leaking containers and for deterioration of containers and 

the containment system caused by corrosion or other factors.  Such weekly inspection shall be 

documented by Exide to include the date and time of the inspection, the name of the inspector, a 

notation of the observations made, and the date and nature of any repairs or other remedial 

actions, and such documentation shall be made available to the Department promptly upon 

request. 

VIOLATIONS ALLEGED BY THE DEPARTMENT IN 2014 

(5) Lack of leak detection system for Containment Building:  Exide violated 

Title 22, section 66265.1101(b)(3), in that on or about August 5, 2014, and 

for a period of time prior thereto, Exide failed to maintain a functioning 

secondary containment system including a leak detection system that is 

capable of detecting failure of the primary barrier. 

Exide shall not manage hazardous waste with Free Liquids (including the hazardous waste 

referred to by Exide as “Feed Material” with Free Liquids for the Reverb Furnace, or liquid 
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hazardous waste) on the floor of the Upper and Lower Feed Rooms and the corridor connecting 

to the Blast Furnace Feed Room in the Containment Building (collectively referred to herein as 

“the Secondary Containment Areas”), unless there is a functioning secondary containment 

system with a leak detection and removal system approved by the Department.  The term Free 

Liquids shall have the same meaning as in Title 22, section 66260.10.  The terms Feed Material 

for the Reverb Furnace, Upper and Lower Feed Rooms, Blast Furnace Feed Room, and 

Containment Building shall have the same meaning as in Exide’s hazardous waste facility permit 

application dated August 4, 2014. 

Exide shall immediately implement the sampling activities provided for in the revised 

October 16, 2014 Sampling Work Plan, Containment Building Leak Detection System, prepared 

by Advanced GeoServices, as approved by the Department on October 22, 2014.  No later than 

November 24, 2014, Exide shall complete the required sampling and analysis and submit to the 

Department a technical memorandum that includes a preliminary data summary of the sampling 

results.  No later than December 15, 2014, Exide shall submit a draft Final Sampling Plan Report 

to the Department for review and comment.  Exide shall address all Department comments and 

shall submit the Final Sampling Plan Report to the Department by January 2, 2015. 

No later than October 31, 2014, Exide shall provide the Department with planning, 

schedule and design documents to remove all hazardous waste with Free Liquids from the 

Secondary Containment Areas.  Once the Department approves the scheduling and design 

documents and the SCAQMD approves a material handling mitigation plan, Exide shall 

immediately commence removal of hazardous waste with Free Liquids from the Secondary 

Containment Areas as approved by the Department.  No hazardous waste with Free Liquids shall 
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be placed in the Secondary Containment Areas until specifically authorized by the Department in 

writing. 

If Exide performs the necessary testing required by Title 22, section 66265.1101(b) to 

determine that a portion of the hazardous waste “Feed Material” within the Upper and Lower 

Feed Rooms, the corridor, and the Blast Furnace Feed Room does not contain Free Liquids, then 

Exide shall place a liner material approved by the Department under that portion of the 

hazardous waste.  The liner material shall be designed to ensure that any liquids which may 

potentially be released are contained.  Exide shall conduct daily monitoring and inspection for 

the release of liquids from the hazardous waste placed on the liner material.  If the hazardous 

waste placed on the liner material releases any liquids, then Exide shall remove the portion of the 

hazardous waste releasing the liquids and manage it in accordance with the approved Final 

Sampling Plan with respect to the removal of hazardous waste from the Secondary Containment 

Areas. 

If the hazardous waste from the Secondary Containment Areas is removed from the 

Exide Facility, it must be transported as a hazardous waste and managed at a properly authorized 

facility in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations.  If the hazardous waste from the 

Secondary Containment Areas is stored at the Exide Facility, it must be stored in accordance 

with Department requirements and with all applicable laws and regulations.  All hazardous waste 

stored on site at the Facility shall be monitored and inspected daily.  The Department will 

authorize placement of hazardous waste with Free Liquids on the floor of the Secondary 

Containment Areas only after Exide has demonstrated to the Department that the Secondary 

Containment Areas are in compliance with all applicable Title 22 requirements.  These 

requirements include, but are not limited to, having the final leak detection and removal system 
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installed and fully operational after a Class 2 permit modification is approved by the Department, 

if operation is sought by Exide during interim status. 

No later than November 7, 2014, Exide shall submit a proposed leak detection and 

removal system design meeting the requirements of Title 22, section 65265.1101(b)(3) for the 

Department’s review.  Exide shall address all Department comments and submit a final design 

and work plan for repair of the existing leak detection and removal system or installation of a 

new leak detection and removal system that meets Department requirements.  The final design 

and work plan shall be delivered to the Department for approval prior to the start of construction.  

The final design and work plan will also be used in support of Exide’s Class 2 permit 

modification request, if any, required to bring the Secondary Containment Areas into compliance 

with regulatory requirements in section 66270.1101 of Title 22. 

No later than December 15, 2014, Exide must demonstrate to the Department that a 

release of hazardous waste has not occurred at or from the Secondary Containment Areas. 

All activities implemented in the Containment Building and at all other locations at the 

Facility shall be implemented in accordance with Department, California and federal worker 

health and safety requirements. 

(6) Cracks and gaps of the protective coating in the Containment Building: 

Exide violated Title 22, section 66265.1101(c)(1)(A), in that on or about 

August 5, 2014, Exide failed to maintain the primary barrier of the 

containment building free of significant cracks, gaps, corrosion, or 

deterioration that could cause hazardous waste to be released from the 

primary barrier, to wit:  two areas in the floor in the East Corridor near the 
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Blast Feed Room contained erosion of coating approximately two to five 

feet in diameter and an inch to an inch and a half deep. 

Prior to placing hazardous waste in the Containment Building, Exide shall repair the two areas of 

erosion of the concrete floor in the East end of the corridor in the Containment Building near the 

Blast Feed Room, in accordance with Title 22, section 66265.1101(c)(3). 

(7) Failure to inspect the leak detection system in the containment building: 

Exide violated Title 22, section 66265.1101(c)(4), in that on or about 

August 11, 2014, and for a period of time prior thereto, Exide failed to 

inspect the Containment Building and the area surrounding the 

Containment Building at least once every seven days to detect signs of 

releases of hazardous waste. 

Effective immediately, Exide shall inspect the Containment Building, and the area surrounding 

the Containment Building, and document those inspections in the Facility’s Operating Record as 

required pursuant to Title 22, section 66265.73. 

(8) Mismanagement, failure to minimize a release:  Exide violated Title 22, 

section 66265.31, in that on or about August 25, 2014, Exide failed to 

maintain and operate the Facility to minimize the possibility of any 

unplanned sudden or non-sudden release of hazardous waste or hazardous 

waste constituents to air, soil or surface water which could threaten human 

health or the environment. 

Effective immediately, Exide shall maintain and operate the Facility in a manner to minimize the 

release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste constituents. 
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No later than November 9, 2014, Exide shall submit to the Department a plan to minimize the 

escape of fugitive dust from the doors and any other openings at the Containment Building at the 

Facility, and to enhance the current cleaning procedures of removing dust and debris containing 

hazardous waste levels of lead and other constituents in areas outside of the Containment 

Building, including but not limited to, removal of finely divided debris found in the corners and 

at the base of the Containment Building and other buildings, parking lots, and unpaved areas of 

the Facility.  The Department may direct Exide to make modifications to this plan. 

ADDITIONAL VIOLATIONS ALLEGED BY THE DEPARTMENT 

(9) Installation and use of a rotary dryer, an unauthorized hazardous waste 

treatment unit:  Exide violated Title 22, section 66270.42 in that, since 

August 8, 2014, and for a period of time prior thereto, Exide operated a 

rotary dryer to treat hazardous waste plastic chips in its recycling process 

without prior authorization from the Department. 

Effective immediately, Exide shall not use the rotary dryer without first obtaining authorization 

from the Department, either through approval of a modification of its interim status authorization 

to use the rotary dryer during interim status or through a hazardous waste facility permit to use 

the rotary dryer in the Facility’s treatment process.  The Department will take appropriate actions 

to process an Exide application for modification of its interim status authorization to use the 

rotary dryer during interim status.  If Exide does not seek a modification of its interim status 

authorization from the Department to operate this dryer, then Exide shall, no later than 

November 9, 2014, submit a closure plan and implementation schedule to the Department for 

closure of this rotary dryer.  Exide shall implement the closure plan and schedule with respect to 

the rotary dryer as approved or modified by the Department.  If Exide applies for, but does not 
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receive, authorization from the Department to add the rotary dryer to its process during interim 

status, Exide shall complete closure of the rotary dryer in accordance with a plan approved by 

the Department no later than 60 days after the Department’s final determination on Exide’s 

permit modification. 

(10) Mismanagement, failure to minimize a release:  Exide violated Title 22, 

section 66265.31, in that on or about August 25, 2014, Exide failed to 

maintain and operate the Facility to minimize the possibility of any 

unplanned sudden or non-sudden release of hazardous waste or hazardous 

waste constituents to air, soil, or surface water which could threaten 

human health or the environment.  Dust/debris exceeding hazardous waste 

regulatory limits for lead and cadmium were found outside of the south 

exit door of the Containment Building, the employee parking lot, the rail 

spur, the areas around the Storm Water Retention Pond, the portions of 

Indiana Street adjacent to the Facility, the fence line area of the West 

Yard, and the unpaved area(s) adjacent to the Cooling Tower. 

Effective immediately, Exide shall maintain and operate the Facility in a manner to minimize the 

release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste constituents. 

No later than November 9, 2014, Exide shall submit to the Department a plan to minimize the 

escape of fugitive dust from the doors and any other openings of the Containment Building at the 

Facility, and to enhance the current cleaning procedures of removing dust and debris containing 

hazardous waste levels of lead and other constituents in areas outside of the Containment 

Building, including but not limited to, removal of finely divided debris found in the corners and 
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at the base of the Containment Building and other buildings, parking lots, and unpaved areas of 

the Facility.  The Department may direct Exide to make modifications to this plan. 

31. Submittals:  All submittals from Exide pursuant to this Stipulation and 

Order shall be sent to: 

  Stewart W. Black 
  Deputy Director 
  Department of Toxic Substances Control 
  1001 I Street; P.O. Box 806 
  Sacramento, California  95812 
 
  Paul Kewin 
  Division Chief, Hazardous Waste Management Program 
  Department of Toxic Substances Control 
  1001 I Street, P.O. Box 806 
  Sacramento, California 95812 
 
  Rizgar A. Ghazi, P.E. 

Branch Chief, Office of Permitting 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95826 
 

  Edward Nieto 
  Department of Toxic Substances Control 
  8800 Cal Center Drive 
  Sacramento, California  95826 
 

Bill Veile 
  Department of Toxic Substances Control 
  8800 Cal Center Drive 
  Sacramento, California  95826 
 
  Peter Ruttan 
  Department of Toxic Substances Control 
  8800 Cal Center Drive 
  Sacramento, California  95826 
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  Nancy Bothwell 
  Office of Legal Affairs 
  Department of Toxic Substances Control 
  1001 I Street; P.O. Box 806 
  Sacramento, California  95812 
 

All correspondence to Exide pursuant to this Stipulation and Order shall be sent 

to: 

  Chuck Giesige 
  VP – Recycling Operations – Americas 
  Building 200 

13000 Deerfield Parkway 
Milton, GA 30004 

   
Tom Strang 
VP – Environmental, Health & Safety 
Building 200 
13000 Deerfield Parkway 
Milton, GA 30004 

 
  Fred Ganster 
  Environmental Health & Safety 
  3000 Montrose Avenue 

Reading, PA 19605 
 
  John Hogarth, Plant Manager 
  Vernon Recycling Center 
  2700 S. Indiana Street 
  Vernon, California  90058 
 
  Christine Graessle 
  Assistant General Counsel 
  Building 200 

13000 Deerfield Parkway 
  Milton, GA  30004 
 

32. Communications:  All approvals and decisions of the Department made 

regarding such submittals and notifications shall be communicated to Exide in writing by the 

Department’s Deputy Director, Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program, or his/her 

designee on permitting and corrective measures issues until appointment of a Deputy Director of 
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Permitting and, thereafter, by either the Deputy Director or his/her designee depending on 

whether the notice pertains to corrective measures or permitting.  No informal advice, guidance, 

suggestions, or comments by the Department regarding reports, plans, specifications, schedules, 

or any other writings by Exide shall be construed to relieve Exide of its obligation to obtain such 

formal approvals as may be required. 

33. Quality Assurance:  All sampling and analyses performed by Exide under 

this Stipulation and Order shall follow applicable Department and U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency guidance for sampling and analyses.  Workplans shall contain quality assurance/quality 

control and chain of custody procedures for all sampling, monitoring, and analytical activities.  

Any deviations from the approved workplans must be approved by the Department prior to 

implementation, must be documented, including reasons for the deviations, and must be reported 

in the applicable report. 

The names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the California State-certified 

analytical laboratories Exide proposes to use must be specified in the applicable workplans. 

All workplans required under this Stipulation and Order shall include data quality 

objectives for each data collection activity to ensure that data of known and appropriate quality 

are obtained and that data are sufficient to support their intended uses. 

34. Department Review and Approval:  If the Department determines that any 

report, plan, schedule, or other document submitted for approval pursuant to this Stipulation and 

Order fails to materially comply with this Stipulation and Order or fails to protect public health, 

safety or the environment, the Department may: 

(a) Modify the document as deemed necessary and approve the document as 

modified. 
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(b) Return the document to Exide with recommended changes and a date by which 

Exide must submit to the Department a revised document incorporating the 

recommended changes. 

(c) Revise the document if Exide does not adequately address the Department’s 

recommended changes to the submittal. 

(d) Conditionally approve Exide’s initial or revised document. 

(e) Exide reserves the right to invoke dispute resolution as to any determination by 

the Department including matters relating to the foregoing. 

35.  Compliance with Applicable Laws:  Exide shall carry out the obligations 

under this Stipulation and Order in compliance with all local, State, and federal requirements, 

including but not limited to requirements to obtain permits and to assure worker safety.  Except 

as otherwise set forth herein, nothing in this Stipulation and Order shall excuse Exide from 

meeting any more stringent requirement that may be imposed by any applicable law or by any 

change in applicable law.  Except as otherwise set forth herein, nothing in this Stipulation and 

Order is intended nor shall it be construed to preclude any other State or local agency, 

department, board, or entity from taking appropriate enforcement actions or otherwise exercising 

its authority under any law, statute or regulation. 

36. Endangerment during Implementation:  In the event that the Department 

determines that any circumstances or activities (whether or not occurring or conducted in 

compliance with this Stipulation and Order) are creating an imminent or substantial danger to the 

health or welfare of people on the Facility or in the surrounding area or to the environment, the 

Department may order Exide to stop further implementation for such period of time as needed to 

abate the endangerment (a “Stop Work Order”).  Any deadline in this Stipulation and Order 
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directly affected by a Stop Work Order under this section shall be extended for the term of such 

Stop Work Order, and no stipulated penalties will be assessed if such circumstance or activity 

constitutes an event of force majeure under Paragraph 45 below.  If the Department determines 

an activity, or data or information becomes known to the Department, demonstrating that an 

activity undertaken pursuant to this Stipulation and Order is creating an imminent or substantial 

danger to the public, the Department shall apply the procedures set forth in Section 5.4 of the 

2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, provided, that if Exide disputes any decision rendered 

pursuant to those procedures, Exide may seek direct and immediate judicial review in an 

appropriate California forum. 

37. Stipulated Penalties for Noncompliance: Exide shall be liable to the 

Department for stipulated penalties in the amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000) per day for 

the first three (3) days and ten thousand dollars ($10,000) per day thereafter per violation for 

failure to return to compliance as set forth in Paragraph 30.  Exide shall be liable for stipulated 

penalties in the amount of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) per day for each day a payment 

required to be made to any of the trust funds as provided in Paragraphs 7, 10, 13, 16, and 18, or 

pursuant to Paragraph 24 herein is late; provided, however, subsequent to a decision by Exide to 

withdraw its Hazardous Waste Permit Application or a decision by the Department denying such 

permit application, Exide shall not be liable to the Department for stipulated penalties for any 

failure to comply with any Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance or corrective action 

financial assurance requirement by the Department that differs from the provisions hereof.  No 

stipulated penalties shall be paid from the financial assurance trust fund or any of the corrective 

action trust funds referenced in Paragraphs 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 16, 18, and 19 herein.  Once a 

violation and period of violation is established as final pursuant to the dispute resolution 
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procedures in this Stipulation and Order, the specific monetary amount of the daily stipulated 

penalty shall not be subject to the dispute resolution provisions of this Stipulation and Order.  

Subject to Exide’s right to challenge or appeal the violations or period of violation that support 

the stipulated penalties imposed by the Department pursuant to this Stipulation and Order, in an 

appropriate California forum, in the event that stipulated penalties are assessed against Exide by 

the Department during the pendency of the Bankruptcy Case, such post-petition stipulated 

penalties will be afforded administrative expense priority in the Bankruptcy Case and be deemed 

an allowed administrative expense.  Such post-petition penalties are to be paid by Exide upon 

demand by the Department without the need to seek further Bankruptcy Court approval; 

provided, however, Exide shall retain the right to challenge the assessment of such stipulated 

penalties on any ground (except for the daily amount of the stipulated penalty set forth herein), 

other than the need to seek Bankruptcy Court approval for the Department to assess and collect 

such penalties, in an appropriate California forum within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of 

the demand for payment of stipulated penalties by the Department.  In the event that Exide 

submits such a challenge to the Department’s assessment of stipulated penalties, upon final 

determination, Exide shall pay the stipulated penalties, if any, upon demand from the Department 

without the need for further Bankruptcy Court approval.  As used in this Paragraph, a final 

determination means an order that is not subject to further appeal. 

All penalties shall begin to accrue on the day after the complete performance or 

payment to a trust fund is due, or on the day a violation occurs, and shall continue to accrue 

through the final day of the correction of the noncompliance or completion of the activity.  

Nothing herein shall prevent the simultaneous accrual of separate penalties for violations of this 

Stipulation and Order as provided in the HWCL, including but not limited to the provisions of 
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Health and Safety Code sections 25188, 25189 and 25189.2.  However, the Department will not 

assess duplicate penalties if delay of one obligation has a causal effect upon a subsequent and 

related obligation. 

This provision for stipulated penalties shall not preclude the Department from 

seeking, nor Exide from challenging in an appropriate California forum, additional sanctions as 

provided for by law or regulation, including, but not limited to, civil penalties, injunctive relief, 

or other civil or administrative liability if Exide’s failure to comply with the terms of this 

Stipulation and Order also is a violation of any law, regulation or obligation over which the 

Department has jurisdiction. 

This provision for stipulated penalties also shall not preclude the Department 

from taking, nor Exide from challenging in an appropriate California forum, further enforcement 

actions against Exide seeking penalties for violations of interim status requirements, the HWCL, 

Title 22 or equitable relief for matters not specifically addressed under the terms of this 

Stipulation and Order.  

38.  Liability:  Nothing in this Stipulation and Order shall constitute or be 

construed as a satisfaction or release of Exide or any of the other Exide Parties from liability for 

any conditions or liabilities, under applicable environmental laws or otherwise, arising as a result 

of past, current, or future ownership or operations of the Facility, except as specifically provided 

in this Stipulation and Order.  Notwithstanding compliance with the terms of this Stipulation and 

Order, Exide may be required to take further actions pursuant to law or applicable regulations to 

protect public health or welfare or the environment.  Further, nothing in this Stipulation and 

Order shall constitute or be construed as an admission of liability by or on behalf of Exide or any 

of the other Exide Parties for any conditions or claims arising as a result of past, current, or 
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future operations, acts or omissions of Exide and/or the other Exide Parties.  The Exide Parties 

specifically deny all liability and reserve all legal rights and defenses. 

39. Government Liabilities:  The State of California shall not be liable for 

injuries or damages to persons or property resulting from acts of omissions by Exide or related 

parties specified in Paragraph 46 (Parties Bound) in carrying out activities pursuant to this 

Stipulation and Order, nor shall the State of California be held as a party to any contract entered 

into by Exide or its agents in carrying out activities pursuant to this Stipulation and Order. 

40. Reservation of Rights:  By entering into this Stipulation and Order, and 

except as otherwise specifically provided herein, the Department does not waive the right to take 

further enforcement actions against Exide and the other Exide Parties, including, but not limited 

to, enforcement of the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order and the 2013 Stipulation and 

Order.  Exide does not waive the right to challenge any such actions in an appropriate California 

forum.  Further, except as otherwise provided herein, nothing in this Stipulation and Order shall 

be construed to preclude or prejudice the Department from taking further action under the law 

against Exide or the other Exide Parties with regard to any response action as a result of the 

release, or threatened release, of hazardous wastes, constituents of hazardous waste or hazardous 

substances, at or from the Facility, and the Department expressly reserves all such rights.  Exide 

reserves all rights to challenge any such action in an appropriate California forum.  Exide shall 

provide in its Plan of Reorganization, assuming occurrence of the Plan Effective Date, that such 

liabilities and/or obligations to the Department will not be discharged, impaired or affected 

through the Bankruptcy Case or by confirmation of Exide’s Plan of Reorganization, including, 

but not limited to, liabilities and/or obligations to address the release, or threatened release, of 
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hazardous wastes, constituents of hazardous waste or hazardous substances, at, or that have 

migrated or emitted, from the Facility. 

Except as otherwise provided herein, this Stipulation and Order is without 

prejudice to the Department to exercise its authority to impose any conditions, requirements, 

standards or actions pursuant to any interim status authorization or hazardous waste permit, nor 

is this Stipulation and Order intended or shall it be construed to mean that the Department will 

approve or deny the pending Hazardous Waste Permit Application for the Facility and Exide 

reserves all rights to challenge any such actions in an appropriate California forum.  This 

Stipulation and Order shall not be construed as a release, waiver, or limitation on any rights, 

remedies, powers, or authorities, that the Department or Exide has under any statutory 

regulatory, or common law authority, except as otherwise expressly provided in this Stipulation 

and Order. 

41. Incorporation of Plans and Reports:  All plans, schedules, and reports that 

require Department approval and are submitted by Exide pursuant to this Stipulation and Order 

are incorporated in this Stipulation and Order upon approval by the Department. 

42.  Extension Requests:  If Exide is unable to perform any activity or submit 

any document within the time required under this Stipulation and Order, Exide may, prior to 

expiration of the time, request an extension of time in writing.  The extension request shall 

include a justification for the delay.  All requests shall be in advance of the date on which the 

activity or document is due. 

43.  Extension Approvals:  If the Department determines that good cause exists 

for an extension, it will grant the request and specify in writing a new compliance schedule.  
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Exide shall comply with the new schedule specified by the Department, which shall be 

incorporated by reference into this Stipulation and Order. 

44.  Additional Enforcement Actions:  Except to the extent expressly provided 

in this Stipulation and Order, the Department does not waive the right to take further 

enforcement actions.  Exide does not waive the right to challenge or appeal any Department 

enforcement order in an appropriate California forum.  Furthermore, nothing in the Stipulation 

and Order affects the right of any other government agency to take enforcement action against 

Exide. 

45. Force Majeure:  Exide shall cause all work to be performed within the 

time limits set forth in this Stipulation and Order unless an extension is approved or performance 

is delayed by events that constitute an event of force majeure.  For purposes of this Stipulation 

and Order, an event of force majeure is an event arising from circumstances beyond the control 

of Exide that delays performance of any obligation under this Stipulation and Order, provided 

Exide has undertaken all reasonably appropriate planning and preventative measures to avoid 

any foreseeable circumstances.  Increases in cost of performing the work specified in this 

Stipulation and Order shall not be considered circumstances beyond the control of Exide.  For 

purposes of this Stipulation and Order, events which constitute a force majeure shall include, 

without limitation, events such as acts of God, war, civil commotion, unusually severe weather, 

labor difficulties, shortages of labor, materials or equipment, equipment breakdown or failure not 

resulting from operational error, neglect or improper operation or maintenance procedures, 

government moratorium, delays in obtaining necessary permits or approvals due to action or 

inaction by third parties, earthquake, fire, flood, or other casualty.  Exide shall notify the 

Department in writing immediately after the occurrence of the force majeure event.  Such 
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notification shall describe the anticipated length of the delay, the cause or causes of the delay, the 

measures taken and to be taken by Exide to minimize the delay and the timetable by which these 

measures shall be implemented.  If the Department does not agree that the delay is attributable to 

a force majeure event, then the matter may be subject to the dispute resolution procedures set 

forth herein. 

46. Parties Bound:  This Stipulation and Order shall apply to and be binding 

upon Exide and its successors and assigns, and upon the Department and its successors and 

assigns, including any successor agency that may have responsibility for and jurisdiction over the 

subject matter of this Stipulation and Order and its successors and assigns.  Exide shall disclose 

the terms and conditions of this Stipulation and Order to all employees, consultants or 

independent contractors who are assigned or engaged to assist Exide comply with its obligations 

and duties hereunder. 

47. Permit:  Nothing in this Stipulation and Order is intended as nor should it 

be construed as a commitment by the Department to grant Exide a permit for the Facility or 

excuse Exide from complying with the HWCL, Title 22 or other applicable environmental laws.    

48.  Integration:  This Stipulation and Order constitutes the entire agreement 

between the Parties as to the settlement of the subject disputes and may not be amended, 

supplemented, or modified, except by written agreement duly executed by the Parties. 

49. Time Periods:  Unless otherwise specified, time periods begin from the 

Stipulation Effective Date and “days” means calendar days unless otherwise stated.  The 

provisions of the California Rules of Court shall apply in computing any period of time under 

this Stipulation and Order. 
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50. Authority to Enter Into This Stipulation and Order:  Each signatory to this 

Stipulation and Order certifies that he or she is fully authorized by the Party he or she represents 

to enter into this Stipulation and Order, to execute it on behalf of the party represented, and to 

legally bind that party. 

51. Dispute Resolution:  Any dispute arising between Exide and the 

Department in connection with this Stipulation and Order shall be subject to the dispute 

resolution procedures set forth in Section 19.0 of the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, 

modified and supplemented as follows: 

(a) In addition to any rights and dispute resolution provisions contained in the 2002 

Corrective Action Consent Order, Exide and the Department will utilize (at 

Exide’s sole expense) a mutually acceptable third party consultant (the 

“Independent Contractor”) to facilitate resolution of technical differences of 

various matters, including without limitation, additional Residential or Industrial 

Off-Site Clean-up and the appropriate remedy based on the Residential Corrective 

Measures Study.  Nothing, however, obligates either the Department or Exide to 

accept or adopt any recommendation made by the Independent Contractor.  The 

Independent Contractor will review the facts, meet with the Parties and assist the 

Parties in resolving the dispute.  The Independent Contractor will submit a report 

of his/her findings and recommendations for resolving the dispute (the “Report”).  

The Report shall be advisory to the Parties but will not be binding. 

(b) Exide shall first seek resolution with the Department’s Deputy Director, 

Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program whether seeking formal or 

informal resolution.  If the issue is not resolved, Exide shall seek final formal 
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resolution with, and final decision from the Department Director in consultation 

with the Cal-EPA Secretary. 

(c) Any final decision by the Department Director in consultation with the Cal-EPA 

Secretary shall include consideration of, and response to, the Independent 

Contractor’s findings and recommendations in the Report. 

(d) If Exide disputes any decision rendered pursuant to these procedures, Exide 

thereafter may seek direct and immediate judicial review of the dispute in an 

appropriate California forum. 

52. Choice of Forum:  The Parties agree California law applies to this 

Stipulation and Order and that any disputes are subject to review in a California court of 

competent jurisdiction; provided, however, the Bankruptcy Court shall have concurrent 

jurisdiction to determine issues relating to the Settlement Payment and the Settled Matters. 

53. Covenants not to Sue:  Except as otherwise provided in this Stipulation 

and Order, (a) the Department covenants not to sue or pursue the Exide Parties, provided that the 

Department receives and retains the Settlement Payment in full, and (b) Exide for itself and its 

predecessors, successors and assigns covenants not to pursue any civil or administrative claims 

against the Department, or any agency of the State of California, or against their officers, 

employees, representatives or agents – in each instance, solely for the Settled Matters, and 

alleged deficiencies in Exide’s Hazardous Waste Permit Application as specified in the 

Department’s letter dated June 17, 2014 (“Permit Application Deficiencies”).  The applicability 

of the provisions of this Covenant Not to Sue as to entities covered within the definition of Exide 

Parties (other than Exide and its predecessors, successors and assigns) who are not signatories to 

this Stipulation and Order is dependent on their execution of a covenant not to sue in favor of the 
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Department (either now or at any point after the Stipulation Effective Date) consistent with the 

terms herein. The Department specifically reserves its right to consider any and all underlying 

facts for purposes of evaluating Exide’s compliance history and for purposes of making any 

permit determinations and such evaluation or determination is not a claim, demand, cause of 

action or liability.  Exide reserves its right to dispute the underlying facts of any such conduct 

considered by the Department and contest any permit determination made by the Department. 

54. Contribution Protection for Response Costs incurred by Exide:  The 

Parties agree that, by entering this Stipulation and Order, this settlement constitutes an approved 

settlement for purposes of section 113(f)(2) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C., § 9613(f)(2).  Upon 

completion of the corrective actions pursuant to work plans approved by the Department, Exide 

is entitled to protection from contribution actions or contribution claims as provided by 

CERCLA or the HSAA, solely in connection with the properties and sub-surface media which 

are the subject of the response actions taken by Exide, as approved by the Department, pursuant 

to, or in connection with, the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, the 2013 Stipulation and 

Order and/or the provisions of this Stipulation and Order, and solely with respect to currently 

existing contamination.  Nothing in this Stipulation and Order diminishes the right of the 

Department under CERCLA or the HSAA to pursue Exide, the other Exide Parties, or other 

“person” (as that term is defined in CERCLA section 101(21), 42 U.S.C. § 9601(21) for response 

costs incurred by the Department in connection with the release or threatened release of 

hazardous substances at or from the Facility, or to obtain any other remedy available by law. 

55. Rule 9019 Motion and Plan of Reorganization:  Exide promptly, and no 

later than November 6, 2014, will seek an order from the Bankruptcy Court to enter into this 

Stipulation and Order.  Nothing in Exide’s plan of reorganization (“Plan of Reorganization”) 

43 
 



 
 

shall be contrary to or inconsistent with any material provision set forth herein and Exide’s 

confirmed Plan of Reorganization and any order confirming the Plan of Reorganization (the 

“Confirmation Order”) shall expressly acknowledge the obligations and liabilities under this 

Stipulation and Order, the 2013 Stipulation and Order and the 2002 Corrective Action Consent 

Order.  In the event of any dispute between the terms of the Plan of Reorganization and/or 

Confirmation Order and this Stipulation and Order, the terms of the Stipulation and Order shall 

govern. 

56. Severability:  If any provision of this Stipulation and Order is held 

invalid by any court, the invalidity or inapplicability of such provision shall not affect any other 

provision of this Stipulation and Order, and the remaining portions of this Stipulation and Order 

shall continue in full force and effect, unless enforcement of this Stipulation and Order as so 

modified by and in response to such invalidation would be grossly inequitable under all of the 

circumstances, or would frustrate the fundamental purposes of this Stipulation and Order. 

57. Stipulation Effective Date:  The Stipulation Effective Date shall be the 

date on which the Stipulation and Order is signed by the Department, except that the Stipulation 

and Order will not become effective until any order entered by the Bankruptcy Court approving 

Exide entering into and executing the Stipulation and Order has become a Final Order.  If for any 

reason the Bankruptcy Court does not approve Exide entering into the Stipulation and Order, this 

Stipulation and Order shall be null and void.  As used herein, a “Final Order” means an order of 

the Bankruptcy Court (a) as to which the time of appeal shall have expired and as to which no 

appeal shall then be pending; provided, however, the Parties reserve the right to waive any 

appeal period or (b) if a timely appeal shall have been filed or sought, the order which is the 
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basis of the appeal shall have been affirmed by the highest appellate court to which such appeal 

could have been presented and/or the time for taking further appeals has expired. 

58. Participation in Good Faith:  The Department will participate in good faith 

with any effort by Exide to obtain a resolution of matters relating to the Facility with other 

federal, state and local entities. 

59. Compliance with Closure and Post Closure Requirements:  Exide shall 

comply with all legal requirements related to updating Closure/Post Closure Plans, and 

corrective action plans for the Facility, and to providing updated financial assurance 

documentation in accordance with this Stipulation and Order and consistent with applicable law. 

60. Compliance with Orders:  Exide shall comply with the Stipulation and 

Order as well as the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, the 2013 Stipulation and Order, the 

HWCL and Title 22 in connection with the ownership or operation of the Facility.  Further, 

nothing in the Stipulation and Order modifies the Department’s statutory and regulatory 

authority with respect to permit transfers. 

61. Costs:  Exide is liable for all costs associated with the matters covered by 

this Stipulation and Order, including, but not limited to, all costs incurred by the Department in 

reviewing workplans and overseeing the work required by this Stipulation and Order, and for all 

costs recoverable by the Department from Exide pursuant to the California Environmental 

Quality Act (“CEQA”) concerning the Facility.  The Department shall retain all cost records 

associated with the work performed under this Stipulation and Order as required by State law. 

The Department shall make all documents that support the Department’s cost determination 

available for inspection upon request, as provided by the Public Records Act.  Approval and 

allowance for the payment of the Department’s post-petition costs, including oversight costs 
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incurred in connection with this Stipulation and Order and the 2002 Corrective Action Consent 

Order and costs recoverable by the Department from Exide pursuant to CEQA, shall be subject 

to approval by the Bankruptcy Court, which may be granted in the Bankruptcy Court’s order 

approving this Stipulation and Order.  If approved by the Bankruptcy Court, the Department may 

present to Exide invoices for such costs and Exide shall pay the Department such costs (subject 

to Exide’s rights set forth herein to dispute such costs) within thirty (30) days of presentment 

without the need of either Party to seek further Bankruptcy approval to present the invoice or to 

make the payment.  Exide also remains subject to the cost provisions in Paragraph 18.0 of the 

2013 Stipulation and Order. 

62. Bankruptcy:  Unless the Parties otherwise agree, in the event Exide does 

not reorganize and emerge from Chapter 11 as a going concern through a confirmed Plan of 

Reorganization prior to October 31, 2015, this Stipulation and Order shall be null and void as to 

any terms not yet performed including any future payments provided for herein, but not yet paid 

to the Department.  However, to the extent that Exide has made payments under the provisions of 

this Stipulation and Order, such payments will not be affected.  Exide shall remain liable for 

compliance with financial assurance liabilities under the HWCL and Title 22 and the Department 

retains the right to take such enforcement actions as it deems appropriate, including, but not 

limited to, enforcing the financial assurance and injunctive obligations of Exide in connection 

with the Facility.  Exide acknowledges that the Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance, 

comprised of the Surety Bond and the Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance Trust Fund, are 

regulatory obligations of Exide and these funds are not “property of the estate,” except to the 

extent of any residual interest therein.  Exide further acknowledges that the deposit of funds into 

the Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund is a financial assurance regulatory 
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obligation and the funds in such trust are not “property of the estate,” except to the extent of any 

residual interest therein.  In the event Exide liquidates through a Chapter 11 bankruptcy or 

converts the Bankruptcy Case to a Chapter 7 bankruptcy proceeding, the Department retains the 

right to enforce the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order.  The Department further retains the 

right to amend its Proof of Claim except as to Settled Matters. 

63. Date for Compliance:  If a date for compliance of an obligation by Exide 

falls on weekend or holiday, the obligation shall be due on the next business day. 

64. Attorney’s Fees:  With respect to this Stipulation and Order, each Party 

shall bear its own attorney’s fees.  Nothing herein shall be construed to preclude the Department 

from recovering its attorney’s fees as part of response costs. 

65. Coordinating Committee:  The Parties agree to create a coordinating 

committee or designate a task force comprised of senior members of each party (including the 

Cal EPA Secretary or his/her successor, the Department Director or his/her successor and 

Exide’s CEO and his/her successor) for the purpose of enabling the expedited implementation of 

this Stipulation and Order.  The coordinating committee or task force shall convene regularly 

scheduled meetings and take other such reasonable and good faith actions necessary to 

accomplish the expeditious and successful implementation of this Stipulation and Order. 

66. Nothing in this Stipulation and Order is intended to modify any agreement 

between Exide and any other entities regarding cost sharing, or to waive or limit any rights Exide 

may have to seek indemnification or contribution from any other entities. 
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Department of Toxic Substances Control 

 
 

Matthew Rodriquez 
Secretary for 

Environmental Protection 

Deborah O. Raphael, Director 
8800 Cal Center Drive 

Sacramento, California 95826-3200 
 

 
Edmund G. Brown Jr. 

Governor 

 

  Printed on Recycled Paper 

 
 
January 13, 2014 
 
Mr. Fredrick Ganster 
Exide Technologies 
3000 Montrose Avenue 
Reading, Pennsylvania 19605 
 
DTSC REVIEW OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE INTERIM MEASURES/COMPLIANCE 
ORDER, EXIDE TECHNOLOGIES, VERNON, CA (CORRECTIVE ACTION CONSENT 
ORDER, DOCKET NUMBER P3-01 /02-010) 
 
Dear Mr. Ganster: 
 
The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC)  has reviewed the “Emergency 
Response Interim Measures/Compliance Order” work plan (ERIMWP), which was 
prepared by Advanced GeoServices (AGS) on behalf of Exide Technologies (Exide).  
The ERIMWP is dated December 30, 2013.  The ERIMWP was prepared to address 
DTSCs “Order to Perform Emergency Response Interim Measures to Clean-Up Off-site 
Contaminated Soil, Dust and Sediment”, dated December 17, 2013, and the City of 
Vernon’s “Compliance Order”, dated December 18, 2013.   
 
The City of Vernon’s Health & Environmental Control Department (City) also has 
reviewed the ERIMWP, and on January 9, 2014 provided Exide with an approval letter 
for their portion of the response activities as they relate to the City’s Compliance Order.  
A copy of the January 9, 2014, City approval letter is attached. The City’s approval was 
conditional on Exide responding accordingly to the eleven (11) comments and 
recommendations presented in their approval letter.  DTSC concurs with the comments 
and recommendations presented in the City’s approval letter.  
 
Because DTSC considers the need to implement the response activities expeditiously is 
necessary, recent discussions between Exide and DTSC included authorization to begin 
clean-up of the storm drain inlets nearest the facility.  We understand this initial effort 
was completed January 11, 2014.  DTSC appreciates Exide’s cooperation and shared 
opinion on the need for a quick response to the situation.   
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DTSC believes the ERIMWP is adequate to begin all of the described mitigation 
activities immediately.  The ERIMWP is approved with the following DTSC comments 
and recommendations to be addressed.  
 

1) Exide states that the “ultimate goal of any Interim Measure should be elimination 
of potential source materials by erosion by wind and water, and prevent complete 
exposure pathways to human and ecological receptors”.  DTSC concurs with this 
statement; however, we find it to be somewhat at odds with an earlier statement 
(bottom of Page 2) that “Exide addressed immediate concerns regarding 
mobilization and transport by runoff or wind and mitigated complete exposure 
pathways for persons utilizing the roads and sidewalks”.  This statement cannot 
be corroborated by any follow-up data analysis.  Exide must include a separate 
proposal that deals with effectively removing entrained lead and other Site-
related contamination occurring in the hardscape and other semi-porous surfaces 
surrounding the Facility.   
 

2) Exide states that use of an X-ray fluorescence (XRF) instrument to quantify 
residual lead was “ineffective”.  DTSC assumes Exide is referring to past cleanup 
efforts where, despite repeated attempts at using a nondestructive cleanup 
method, their XRF reported lead within a surface material (e.g., concrete 
sidewalks, rooftops etc.) greater than the lead Total Threshold Limit 
Concentration (TTLC).  There is no evidence that use of the XRF was ineffective.  
Indeed, (assuming that the instrument had been properly calibrated and was 
being used correctly) one could also conclude the cleanup was itself ineffective.  
Exide is free to propose another method of quantifying lead concentrations 
instead of a XRF.  DTSC has already accepted Exide’s previous XRF data; Exide 
must provide a detailed rationale why their XRF data from previous cleanups is 
not representative.  Exide must provide data supporting the use of an alternate 
sampling method, if one is proposed. 

 
3) The cleanup should include removal of contaminated soil at sample location 

4500 SE7 (Lead concentration = 1,100 milligrams per kilogram [mg/kg]).  Exide 
failed to provide an explanation why they believe that lead detected at this 
location was not from Exide (also see City approval letter, bullet #4).  Until the 
extent of lead and other contaminants associated with Exide’s operations has 
been properly characterized, and Exide is able to distinctly separate their 
contamination from other sources, any areas located within reasonable proximity 
to Exide with lead and arsenic above their respective TTLCs should be included 
in the emergency response. 
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4) Remediation of contaminated dust should occur at the adjacent Honeywell-
Bandini property (also see City approval letter; bullet # 5). Lead was detected at 
one location (FH-PLOT) in Honeywell’s parking lot at a concentration of 42,000 
mg/kg.  In addition, a roof dust sample yielded lead at 1,100 mg/kg.  Until the 
extent of lead and other contaminants associated with Exide’s operations has 
been properly characterized, and Exide is able to separate their contamination 
from other sources, any areas located within reasonable proximity to Exide with 
lead and arsenic above their respective TTLCs should be included in the 
emergency response. 

 
5) The ERIMWP does not propose to collect confirmation soil samples at the 5 tree 

well surface soil locations with lead above the TTLC (please note that this 
includes location 4500SE-7).   DTSC understands that the intent of the 
emergency response is to remove the exposure potential.  However, Exide will 
eventually need to show the full extent of soil contamination by collecting step-
out/step-down samples.  This work could be included now, in the emergency 
response, or as part of future off-site assessment activities.  
 

6) DTSC recommends including a table that lists all the stormwater inlets that Exide 
proposes to inspect and clean in the ERIMWP.  The two stormwater inlets with 
hazardous (or close to hazardous) levels of lead should also be clearly identified 
by Exide either on a table or figure.  DTSC will defer to the City of Vernon as to 
the locations and Exide’s procedures for cleaning out the inlets and associated 
piping of any accumulated sediment. 
 

7) Exide must include confirmation sampling as an additional criterion for 
determining if a surface has been adequately cleaned when evaluating if the 
emergency response interim measure is complete.  Exide will need to show that 
confirmation sampling demonstrates that cleanup is complete and that any 
residual contamination is below TTLCs.  Any locations that are below the TTLCs 
may still be above risk-based values and should be identified in the report as part 
of the overall data set for risk assessment. 
 

8) The ERIMWP is proposing to cleanup dust and soils to 1000 mg/kg of lead, and 
50 mg/kg of arsenic. DTSC agrees with using these concentrations for 
emergency interim measures, but does not consider these risk-based values and 
therefore these areas will have to be included in any future risk assessments. 
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9) The ERIMWP proposes post-cleaning confirmation surface sampling using 0.5 
grams per square-foot (g/sf) as a target.  Exide must provide a reference for this 
value.   
 

10)  A number of storm drain inlets, manholes, and/or stormwater piping may not be 
subject to the City’s jurisdiction.  Exide should contact Los Angeles County 
Flood Control Department or Public Works Department regarding any specific 
permitting and access agreement issues.  

 
Should you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at  
916-255-3630 or Peter.Ruttan@dtsc.ca.gov. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Peter Ruttan 
Project Manager  
Engineering and Special Projects Office 
 
Attachment 
 
cc:(via e-mail) 
 

Mr. Ed Mopas, Exide 
Mr. John Hogarth, Exide 
Mr. Paul Stratman, Advanced GeoServices 
Mr. Russel Kemp, Environ 
Ms. Margarita Padilla, DOJ  
Mr. Jerrick Torres, City of Vernon 
Mr. Ed Pupka, SCAQMD 
Mr. Wendy Liu, LA-RWQCB 
Dr. Cyrus Rangan; LACPHD 
Ms. Nancy Bothwell; DTSC 
Mr. Rizgar Ghazi, DTSC 
Mr. Edward Nieto, DTSC 
Mr. Bill Veile, DTSC 
Dr. Shukla Roy-Semmen, DTSC  
Mr. Todd Wallbom, P.G., DTSC 
 

pruttan
Text Box
signed by:
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	1. Jurisdiction to enter into this Stipulation and Order exists pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 25187 and Title 22.
	2. This Stipulation and Order shall constitute settlement of various disputes addressed herein, including the Summaries of Violation, all on the terms provided herein.  This  Stipulation and Order does not limit the Department from taking appropriate ...
	3. The Parties agree no provision of this Stipulation and Order shall be construed as an admission of any wrongdoing or as a violation of any rule, law, statute, ordinance or regulation by Exide.
	4. Exide waives the right to a further hearing and appeal with respect to the Settled Matters and the Initial Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Obligations, each as defined below.
	5. Exide will submit to the Department documentation demonstrating financial assurance for the Closure/Post Closure Plan in accordance with the terms outlined herein, which shall occur on or before October 31, 2014.
	6. The Parties have agreed that financial assurance relative to closure/post closure of the Facility (“Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance”) and pursuant to Title 22 shall be posted as part of Exide’s Hazardous Waste Permit Application and for it...
	(a) The existing hazardous waste financial guarantee bond, which is in the penal amount of $11,158,854 (as of August 2014) (the “Surety Bond”), which consists of $7,995,909.50 for closure and $3,162,949.50 for post closure, shall be maintained or rene...
	(b) A closure/post closure trust fund (the “Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance Trust Fund”) to be created in favor of the Department to be funded in an aggregate amount of $27,500,000 (the “Closure/Post Closure Trust Fund Amount”), which consist...

	7. In order to address the Hazardous Waste Permit Application requirements of the Closure/Post Closure Plan and Closure/Post Closure Cost Estimates (Title 22, §§ 66264.142, 66264.144 & 66270.14(b)(15)-(16)), Exide shall make payments to the Closure/Po...
	(a) The sum of $500,000 shall be deposited in the Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance Trust Fund upon its creation, which shall occur no later than October 31, 2014.
	(b) The sum of $2,250,000 shall be deposited in the Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance Trust Fund on the later of November 1, 2014 or the Stipulation Effective Date (as defined in Paragraph 57 below).
	(c) The sum of $2,750,000 shall be deposited in the Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance Trust Fund upon occurrence of each of the following:
	(1) The effective date of Exide’s Plan of Reorganization (the “Plan Effective Date”); and
	(2) November 1, 2015..

	(d) Beginning on November 1, 2016 and on each one-year anniversary thereafter through and including November 1, 2024, the sum of $2,138,888 shall be deposited in the Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance Trust Fund until an aggregate amount of $27,...
	(e) Consistent with Title 22, including but not limited to, sections 66264.112, 66264.118, 66264.142, 66264.143, 66264.144, 66264.145, 66265.112, 66265.118, 66265.142, 66265.143, 66265.144, and 66265.145, the Department retains the right to modify or ...
	(f) At the time the Department selects a final remedy or remedies based upon the Corrective Measures Study for on-site work (the “On-Site Corrective Action Remedy”), Exide may request to revise the Closure/Post Closure Plan to eliminate duplication, i...

	8. Exide will perform off-site corrective action in residential areas (“Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Liability”) and industrial areas (“Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action Liability”) as described below.
	Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Pursuant to the Interim Measures Workplan
	9. Exide’s expenditures for Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Liability, inclusive of amounts required to be paid pursuant to the Department-approved interim measures workplan (“IMWP”), shall be limited to $9,000,000 (“Initial Residential Off-Sit...
	10. Promptly after the Stipulation Effective Date, Exide shall create a separate trust fund (“Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund”) to satisfy the Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Liability.  Such trust fund shall be funded by an i...
	11. Exide shall perform its obligations for the Residential Off-Site Corrective Action Liability pursuant to work plan(s) approved by the Department that include(s) the IMWP as it is approved by the Department following the public comment period that ...
	12. With respect to specific residential off-site corrective action (and as included in or in addition to the provisions of the IMWP), the Parties agree that:
	(a) Subject to obtaining proper access agreements, Exide shall remediate the 39 properties identified by that certain Off-Site Soil Sampling Report dated February 18, 2014 (the “Original Residential Sampling Properties”) and any property within the No...
	(b) Interior cleaning of every home where soil remediation of the home’s yard is required will be performed as set forth in the Department-approved IMWP.
	(c) The initial geographic boundary for additional soil investigation to determine the extent of lead contamination in residential areas is shown on Figures 2A and 2B on the Off-Site Sampling Work Plan Addendum, dated July 26, 2014.
	(d) A background study for lead was conducted by Exide and has been approved by the Department. That study has been used to establish a background level for lead of less than 80 mg/kg and a Preliminary Clean-up Goal for the area surrounding the Facili...
	(e) Clean-up by Exide at the Original Residential Sampling Properties and any properties in the Northern or Southern Assessment Areas requiring clean-up as approved by the Department will begin immediately after completion of public review and comment...
	ADDITIONAL OFF-SITE RESIDENTIAL CORRECTIVE ACTION

	13. No later than four (4) years and six (6) months after the Stipulation Effective Date, Exide shall submit a Residential Corrective Measures Study to address all properties impacted by Facility operations that were not investigated or remediated dur...
	14. Exide shall continue with the emergency response interim measures as conditionally approved by the Department in that letter dated January 13, 2014 (“Emergency Response Interim Measures”) that is attached hereto as Exhibit A.
	15. In addition, Exide shall continue to investigate off-site industrial locations pursuant to all approved investigation workplans, including any approved modifications thereto, required as part of the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order.  Upon the ...
	16. No later than the Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action Start Date, Exide shall create a separate trust fund in order to pay for the Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action Liability (the “Industrial Off-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund”).  The rem...
	17. By December 31, 2016, or as extended by the Department, Exide shall submit to the Department an On-Site Corrective Measures Study.  Remedy selection for on-site corrective action shall be in accordance with the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order...
	18. Within thirty (30) days after preparation of the remedy selection document, Exide shall create a financial assurance trust fund (the “On-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund”).  The On-Site Corrective Action Trust Fund shall be funded by Exide consis...
	REIMBURSEMENT/PAYMENTS FROM SPECIFIED TRUST FUNDS
	19. The trust funds for off-site and on-site corrective action (“Corrective Action Trust Funds”) may be maintained in separate trusts or a single trust provided that the funds to be deposited as required herein with respect to each specific trust are ...
	20. Work performed by Exide, or at the direction of Exide, to address a corrective action approved by the Department shall be eligible for reimbursement or payment from an applicable Corrective Action Trust Fund (“Reimbursable Items”) as specified in ...
	21. In the event that Reimbursable Items are permitted to be paid as specified in Paragraph 20 above, payments shall be made to Exide from the applicable Corrective Action Trust Fund to the extent Exide has paid a Reimbursable Item or to third parties...
	22. The Department will agree to termination of the applicable Corrective Action Trust Fund:  (1) if Exide substitutes alternative financial assurance consistent with Title 22; or (2) upon completion of the work to be addressed by the applicable Corre...
	23. With respect to any request from Exide to reduce the Closure/Post Closure Financial Assurance Trust Fund, the Department shall evaluate the request, including whether there is a duplication of elements of the Corrective Measures Study already incl...
	24. No later than three (3) days after occurrence of the Stipulation Effective Date, Exide shall pay to the Department the sum of $1,286,373.80 (the “Settlement Payment”) in full and complete settlement solely for any monetary claims, fines, penalties...
	25. In addition to the Settlement Payment, the Department shall have an allowed unsecured claim for the Department’s pre-petition oversight costs in the amount of $79,542.09, and an allowed unsecured claim for pre-petition penalties in the amount of $...
	26.  Other than the violations and costs covered under the Settled Matters, the Department represents that it does not know of other violations of the HWCL or Title 22 through September 30, 2014, that it will assert against the Exide Parties (defined ...
	27. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Stipulation and Order, nothing is a Settled Matter except as provided in Paragraphs 24 and 25 above, and Settled Matters do not include, without limitation:  (x) the Department’s costs attributable to wor...
	28.  Release of Settled Matters.  Upon payment of the Settlement Payment, and except as provided herein, the Department shall be deemed to release Exide, its predecessors, successors, assigns, and affiliated subsidiaries, and all of their officers, di...
	SUMMARIES OF VIOLATIONS AND COMPLIANCE ACTIONS TO RESOLVE SPECIFIC SUMMARIES OF VIOLATIONS
	29. “Summaries of Violations” are defined to include the following:  (1) The Summary of Violations issued by the Department to Exide on October 23, 2013, alleging certain violations of the following regulatory provisions: Title 22, sections 66265.31, ...

	30. The Department alleges the following violations by Exide and orders the respective compliance actions set forth below.  Without admitting liability as to the Department’s allegations contained in this Paragraph 30, Exide has taken compliance actio...
	VIOLATIONS ALLEGED BY THE DEPARTMENT IN 2013
	Effective immediately, Exide shall keep closed all containers holding hazardous waste during transfer and storage, except when it is necessary to add or remove waste from the container.


	(2) Failure to minimize the possibility of release – leaking trailers onsite:
	Exide violated Title 22, section 66265.31, in that on or about August 13, September 20 and 27, and October 4, 2013, Exide failed to minimize the possibility of an unplanned sudden or non-sudden release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste constituent...

	Effective immediately, Exide shall maintain and operate the Facility to minimize the possibility of a fire, explosion, or any unplanned sudden or non-sudden release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste constituents to air, soil, or surface water whic...
	(3) Failure to transfer waste from leaking container to sound container:
	Exide violated Title 22, section 66265.171, in that on or about August 13, September 20 and 27, and October 4, 2013, Exide failed to transfer hazardous waste from a container that was not in good condition and leaking into a container that was in good...
	Effective immediately, Exide shall store hazardous waste in containers that are in good condition and manage them in a way to prevent them from leaking.  If any container of hazardous waste is found that is not in good condition and/or leaking, Exide ...
	(4) Failure to inspect waste handling areas:  Exide violated Title 22, sections 66265.15 and 66265.174, in that Exide failed to inspect all areas used for container storage or transfer, at least weekly, looking for leaking containers and for deteriora...
	Effective immediately, Exide shall inspect all areas used for hazardous waste container storage or transfer, at least weekly, looking for leaking containers and for deterioration of containers and the containment system caused by corrosion or other fa...
	VIOLATIONS ALLEGED BY THE DEPARTMENT IN 2014
	(5) Lack of leak detection system for Containment Building:  Exide violated Title 22, section 66265.1101(b)(3), in that on or about August 5, 2014, and for a period of time prior thereto, Exide failed to maintain a functioning secondary containment sy...
	Exide shall not manage hazardous waste with Free Liquids (including the hazardous waste referred to by Exide as “Feed Material” with Free Liquids for the Reverb Furnace, or liquid hazardous waste) on the floor of the Upper and Lower Feed Rooms and the...
	Exide shall immediately implement the sampling activities provided for in the revised October 16, 2014 Sampling Work Plan, Containment Building Leak Detection System, prepared by Advanced GeoServices, as approved by the Department on October 22, 2014....
	No later than October 31, 2014, Exide shall provide the Department with planning, schedule and design documents to remove all hazardous waste with Free Liquids from the Secondary Containment Areas.  Once the Department approves the scheduling and desi...
	If Exide performs the necessary testing required by Title 22, section 66265.1101(b) to determine that a portion of the hazardous waste “Feed Material” within the Upper and Lower Feed Rooms, the corridor, and the Blast Furnace Feed Room does not contai...
	If the hazardous waste from the Secondary Containment Areas is removed from the Exide Facility, it must be transported as a hazardous waste and managed at a properly authorized facility in accordance with all applicable laws and regulations.  If the h...
	No later than November 7, 2014, Exide shall submit a proposed leak detection and removal system design meeting the requirements of Title 22, section 65265.1101(b)(3) for the Department’s review.  Exide shall address all Department comments and submit ...
	No later than December 15, 2014, Exide must demonstrate to the Department that a release of hazardous waste has not occurred at or from the Secondary Containment Areas.
	All activities implemented in the Containment Building and at all other locations at the Facility shall be implemented in accordance with Department, California and federal worker health and safety requirements.
	(6) Cracks and gaps of the protective coating in the Containment Building:
	Exide violated Title 22, section 66265.1101(c)(1)(A), in that on or about August 5, 2014, Exide failed to maintain the primary barrier of the containment building free of significant cracks, gaps, corrosion, or deterioration that could cause hazardous...
	Prior to placing hazardous waste in the Containment Building, Exide shall repair the two areas of erosion of the concrete floor in the East end of the corridor in the Containment Building near the Blast Feed Room, in accordance with Title 22, section ...
	(7) Failure to inspect the leak detection system in the containment building:
	Exide violated Title 22, section 66265.1101(c)(4), in that on or about August 11, 2014, and for a period of time prior thereto, Exide failed to inspect the Containment Building and the area surrounding the Containment Building at least once every seve...
	Effective immediately, Exide shall inspect the Containment Building, and the area surrounding the Containment Building, and document those inspections in the Facility’s Operating Record as required pursuant to Title 22, section 66265.73.
	(8) Mismanagement, failure to minimize a release:  Exide violated Title 22, section 66265.31, in that on or about August 25, 2014, Exide failed to maintain and operate the Facility to minimize the possibility of any unplanned sudden or non-sudden rele...
	Effective immediately, Exide shall maintain and operate the Facility in a manner to minimize the release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste constituents.
	No later than November 9, 2014, Exide shall submit to the Department a plan to minimize the escape of fugitive dust from the doors and any other openings at the Containment Building at the Facility, and to enhance the current cleaning procedures of re...
	ADDITIONAL VIOLATIONS ALLEGED BY THE DEPARTMENT
	(9) Installation and use of a rotary dryer, an unauthorized hazardous waste treatment unit:  Exide violated Title 22, section 66270.42 in that, since August 8, 2014, and for a period of time prior thereto, Exide operated a rotary dryer to treat hazard...
	Effective immediately, Exide shall not use the rotary dryer without first obtaining authorization from the Department, either through approval of a modification of its interim status authorization to use the rotary dryer during interim status or throu...
	(10) Mismanagement, failure to minimize a release:  Exide violated Title 22, section 66265.31, in that on or about August 25, 2014, Exide failed to maintain and operate the Facility to minimize the possibility of any unplanned sudden or non-sudden rel...
	Effective immediately, Exide shall maintain and operate the Facility in a manner to minimize the release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste constituents.
	No later than November 9, 2014, Exide shall submit to the Department a plan to minimize the escape of fugitive dust from the doors and any other openings of the Containment Building at the Facility, and to enhance the current cleaning procedures of re...
	31. Submittals:  All submittals from Exide pursuant to this Stipulation and Order shall be sent to:
	32. Communications:  All approvals and decisions of the Department made regarding such submittals and notifications shall be communicated to Exide in writing by the Department’s Deputy Director, Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program, or hi...
	33. Quality Assurance:  All sampling and analyses performed by Exide under this Stipulation and Order shall follow applicable Department and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency guidance for sampling and analyses.  Workplans shall contain quality assu...
	34. Department Review and Approval:  If the Department determines that any report, plan, schedule, or other document submitted for approval pursuant to this Stipulation and Order fails to materially comply with this Stipulation and Order or fails to p...
	(a) Modify the document as deemed necessary and approve the document as modified.
	(b) Return the document to Exide with recommended changes and a date by which Exide must submit to the Department a revised document incorporating the recommended changes.
	(c) Revise the document if Exide does not adequately address the Department’s recommended changes to the submittal.
	(d) Conditionally approve Exide’s initial or revised document.
	(e) Exide reserves the right to invoke dispute resolution as to any determination by the Department including matters relating to the foregoing.

	35.  Compliance with Applicable Laws:  Exide shall carry out the obligations under this Stipulation and Order in compliance with all local, State, and federal requirements, including but not limited to requirements to obtain permits and to assure work...
	36. Endangerment during Implementation:  In the event that the Department determines that any circumstances or activities (whether or not occurring or conducted in compliance with this Stipulation and Order) are creating an imminent or substantial dan...
	37. Stipulated Penalties for Noncompliance: Exide shall be liable to the Department for stipulated penalties in the amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000) per day for the first three (3) days and ten thousand dollars ($10,000) per day thereafter per...
	38.  Liability:  Nothing in this Stipulation and Order shall constitute or be construed as a satisfaction or release of Exide or any of the other Exide Parties from liability for any conditions or liabilities, under applicable environmental laws or ot...
	39. Government Liabilities:  The State of California shall not be liable for injuries or damages to persons or property resulting from acts of omissions by Exide or related parties specified in Paragraph 46 (Parties Bound) in carrying out activities p...
	40. Reservation of Rights:  By entering into this Stipulation and Order, and except as otherwise specifically provided herein, the Department does not waive the right to take further enforcement actions against Exide and the other Exide Parties, inclu...
	41. Incorporation of Plans and Reports:  All plans, schedules, and reports that require Department approval and are submitted by Exide pursuant to this Stipulation and Order are incorporated in this Stipulation and Order upon approval by the Department.
	42.  Extension Requests:  If Exide is unable to perform any activity or submit any document within the time required under this Stipulation and Order, Exide may, prior to expiration of the time, request an extension of time in writing.  The extension ...
	43.  Extension Approvals:  If the Department determines that good cause exists for an extension, it will grant the request and specify in writing a new compliance schedule.  Exide shall comply with the new schedule specified by the Department, which s...
	44.  Additional Enforcement Actions:  Except to the extent expressly provided in this Stipulation and Order, the Department does not waive the right to take further enforcement actions.  Exide does not waive the right to challenge or appeal any Depart...
	45. Force Majeure:  Exide shall cause all work to be performed within the time limits set forth in this Stipulation and Order unless an extension is approved or performance is delayed by events that constitute an event of force majeure.  For purposes ...
	46. Parties Bound:  This Stipulation and Order shall apply to and be binding upon Exide and its successors and assigns, and upon the Department and its successors and assigns, including any successor agency that may have responsibility for and jurisdi...
	47. Permit:  Nothing in this Stipulation and Order is intended as nor should it be construed as a commitment by the Department to grant Exide a permit for the Facility or excuse Exide from complying with the HWCL, Title 22 or other applicable environm...
	48.  Integration:  This Stipulation and Order constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties as to the settlement of the subject disputes and may not be amended, supplemented, or modified, except by written agreement duly executed by the Parties.
	49. Time Periods:  Unless otherwise specified, time periods begin from the Stipulation Effective Date and “days” means calendar days unless otherwise stated.  The provisions of the California Rules of Court shall apply in computing any period of time ...
	50. Authority to Enter Into This Stipulation and Order:  Each signatory to this Stipulation and Order certifies that he or she is fully authorized by the Party he or she represents to enter into this Stipulation and Order, to execute it on behalf of t...
	51. Dispute Resolution:  Any dispute arising between Exide and the Department in connection with this Stipulation and Order shall be subject to the dispute resolution procedures set forth in Section 19.0 of the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, mo...
	(a) In addition to any rights and dispute resolution provisions contained in the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, Exide and the Department will utilize (at Exide’s sole expense) a mutually acceptable third party consultant (the “Independent Contr...
	(b) Exide shall first seek resolution with the Department’s Deputy Director, Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program whether seeking formal or informal resolution.  If the issue is not resolved, Exide shall seek final formal resolution with,...
	(c) Any final decision by the Department Director in consultation with the Cal-EPA Secretary shall include consideration of, and response to, the Independent Contractor’s findings and recommendations in the Report.
	(d) If Exide disputes any decision rendered pursuant to these procedures, Exide thereafter may seek direct and immediate judicial review of the dispute in an appropriate California forum.

	52. Choice of Forum:  The Parties agree California law applies to this Stipulation and Order and that any disputes are subject to review in a California court of competent jurisdiction; provided, however, the Bankruptcy Court shall have concurrent jur...
	53. Covenants not to Sue:  Except as otherwise provided in this Stipulation and Order, (a) the Department covenants not to sue or pursue the Exide Parties, provided that the Department receives and retains the Settlement Payment in full, and (b) Exide...
	54. Contribution Protection for Response Costs incurred by Exide:  The Parties agree that, by entering this Stipulation and Order, this settlement constitutes an approved settlement for purposes of section 113(f)(2) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C., § 9613(f)(2)....
	55. Rule 9019 Motion and Plan of Reorganization:  Exide promptly, and no later than November 6, 2014, will seek an order from the Bankruptcy Court to enter into this Stipulation and Order.  Nothing in Exide’s plan of reorganization (“Plan of Reorganiz...
	56. Severability:  If any provision of this Stipulation and Order is held invalid by any court, the invalidity or inapplicability of such provision shall not affect any other provision of this Stipulation and Order, and the remaining portions of this ...
	57. Stipulation Effective Date:  The Stipulation Effective Date shall be the date on which the Stipulation and Order is signed by the Department, except that the Stipulation and Order will not become effective until any order entered by the Bankruptcy...
	58. Participation in Good Faith:  The Department will participate in good faith with any effort by Exide to obtain a resolution of matters relating to the Facility with other federal, state and local entities.
	59. Compliance with Closure and Post Closure Requirements:  Exide shall comply with all legal requirements related to updating Closure/Post Closure Plans, and corrective action plans for the Facility, and to providing updated financial assurance docum...
	60. Compliance with Orders:  Exide shall comply with the Stipulation and Order as well as the 2002 Corrective Action Consent Order, the 2013 Stipulation and Order, the HWCL and Title 22 in connection with the ownership or operation of the Facility.  F...
	61. Costs:  Exide is liable for all costs associated with the matters covered by this Stipulation and Order, including, but not limited to, all costs incurred by the Department in reviewing workplans and overseeing the work required by this Stipulatio...
	62. Bankruptcy:  Unless the Parties otherwise agree, in the event Exide does not reorganize and emerge from Chapter 11 as a going concern through a confirmed Plan of Reorganization prior to October 31, 2015, this Stipulation and Order shall be null an...
	63. Date for Compliance:  If a date for compliance of an obligation by Exide falls on weekend or holiday, the obligation shall be due on the next business day.
	64. Attorney’s Fees:  With respect to this Stipulation and Order, each Party shall bear its own attorney’s fees.  Nothing herein shall be construed to preclude the Department from recovering its attorney’s fees as part of response costs.
	65. Coordinating Committee:  The Parties agree to create a coordinating committee or designate a task force comprised of senior members of each party (including the Cal EPA Secretary or his/her successor, the Department Director or his/her successor a...
	66. Nothing in this Stipulation and Order is intended to modify any agreement between Exide and any other entities regarding cost sharing, or to waive or limit any rights Exide may have to seek indemnification or contribution from any other entities.
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